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ENNIS/PHOENIX YOUTH AMBASSADOR
OVERVIEW

Ennis has been twinned with Phoenix, Arizona, since 1988. The twinning was as a direct result of Ennis Chamber of Commerce and Ennis Town Council representatives who visited Phoenix as part of a trade delegation. Initially, contacts were established by Clare people living in Phoenix. Since 1991, many cultural/educational exchanges have taken place with over 100 students participating in the Youth Ambassador Programme while over 20 teachers got involved in an Information Technology programme.
Ennis/Phoenix Twinning Board consists of representatives from Ennis Town Council, Ennis Chamber of Commerce.  The aim of the Board is to promote and develop educational, cultural, tourism and business links between Ennis and Phoenix.

In September 1999, a cornerstone for the Irish Cultural Learning Centre was laid in Margaret T. Hance Park in Phoenix, to mark the groundbreaking for an Irish Cultural Centre. The corner-stone which weighed 70 pounds was donated by Ennis Town Council. The Centre, now complete, grew out of a co-operative public-private partnership between the City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department; the Arizona Department of Transportation; a Sister City relationship with Ennis, and the Irish Cultural and Learning Foundation, a local non-profit coalition of affiliated Irish and Celtic organisations. The goal of the centre is to provide the public with the highest quality educational and cultural programming.  The centre is owned by the City of Phoenix and is operated through the Irish Cultural and Learning Foundation.

An average of 4 students per year participate in the Youth Ambassador Programme and have the opportunity to meet fellow students from other sister cities such as Calgary, Canada; Hermosillo, Mexico; Grenoble France; Chengdu China; Himeji, Japan; Prague, Czech Republic; Taipei, Taiwan; and Catania, Italy.  

ENNIS-PHOENIX

YOUTH AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME

Purpose 

The purpose of programme is to offer Ennis and Phoenix youth ambassadors the opportunity to appreciate and understand different cultures. The Ennis/Phoenix Board sponsor this programme in the amount of €500 for each student. The Board consider this an investment in the future – the youth of today are the leaders of to-morrow. Ennis/Phoenix Twinning Board hope the experience as youth ambassadors, will help prepare participating students to eventually assume their place in a global community.

Exchange Dates for 2012
Phoenix students visit Ennis from June 2nd to June 23rd. Ennis Students visit Phoenix from July 7th to July 29.

Selection Process
Each candidate must complete the attached application form, including supplemental information and participate in group or individual interviews. Completed Application forms must be returned to Ennis Chamber of Commerce.
Passports: 

Each selected student is responsible for obtaining a valid passport. 

Health
Purchase of travel insurance is the responsibility of each family.  It is the responsibility of the student and parent /guardian to provide additional health insurance coverage applicable in case of illness or injury during the programme.  In the event of illness, the student is expected to follow the reasonable advice of the hosting family.  If emergency treatment is required or serious illness occurs, your host family will advise either a local co-ordinator and/or the parent/guardian.

Student Responsibility
Each student selected is expected to obey the laws of the United States.  Students should be sensitive to cultural nuances and not offend the religions, customs, or politics of the host country.  Students are not permitted to operate motor vehicles while in Phoenix during the programme.  Students are expected to be co-operative in every aspect of family living, to be helpful with household duties and to assume the same responsibilities as the other members of the family.  Selected students are expected to participate in as many activities as possible so that they may learn to live in that community and be able to relate these to the people of Ennis upon their return.  

Parent Responsibility
Parents are expected to support their daughter’s/son’s selection as a youth ambassador.  Each family is expected to host a student from Phoenix from June 4th to June 25th. Parents should be aware of the student’s responsibilities and requirements for the Youth Ambassador Programme including that the students may be asked to speak about their experience throughout the year following their trip.

Financial Responsibility

Ennis/Phoenix Twinning Board will part sponsor travel costs between Ennis and Phoenix.  The balance will be the responsibility of the student and/or their family.  Students should be prepared to travel with expense money – the amount will vary depending upon the exchange rate and the personal shopping habits of each student.  Each student selected as an exchange student will be expected to pay a non-refundable deposit immediately following selection notification.

Travel and Outings
During the exchange, you may travel within the state of Arizona with your host brother or sister and participate in other outings organised by the Phoenix Sister Cities Commission.  You may not travel alone to distant points unless you have prior written permission of your legal guardians, your exchange student’s legal guardians, and notified Phoenix Sister Cities Commission prior to travel.  Outings should be planned well in advance with a definite place of residence.  A copy of your itinerary should be left with your host family.

Homestay
While staying with your host family, you will be expected to participate in their family life, which may include performing routine household tasks or chores.  Be alert to the fact that your host family will have “family rules” by which you are expected to abide.

Schedule Changes
The Ennis Youth Ambassadors will travel to and from Phoenix as a delegation. If airline schedules change due to weather, missed connections, mechanical problems, etc., the youth ambassadors are required to stay together as a group.

Cancellation

If you are selected as an Ennis Youth Ambassador and alter, change and/or cancel your participation due to political, weather, health and/or other personal issues, the Ennis Phoenix Board is not responsible.  Once airline tickets are issued, you will be responsible for all penalties and/or cancellation fees resulting from your withdrawal from the programme.

Checklist
· Applicant and parent/guardian have read the Youth Ambassador Programme application and guidelines and have signed where indicated.

· Have included original application (to include recent photo – passport size).
· Parent statement included with original application.

· Applicant statements included with original application.

· Host family application completed and host agreement signed.

All documentation to be mailed/delivered to:


Ennis/Phoenix Twinning Board,


c/o Ennis Chamber of Commerce,


54 O’Connell Street,


Ennis.

ENNIS PHOENIX BOARD

YOUTH AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME 2012
APPLICATION

· Applications must be legible.

· Return to:
Ennis/Phoenix Twinning Board

C/o Ennis Chamber of Commerce,

54 O’Connell Street,

Ennis. Co. Clare.

APPLICANTS MUST ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS

1. Name_________________________________________________________

Last


First



Middle

2. Address_______________________________________________________

3. Telephone (Home)________________________ E-Mail________________

4. Date of Birth:______________________

5. School_________________________________________ Year___________

6. Father’s Full Name______________________________________________

Occupation____________________________Home Phone______________

Work Phone___________________________ E-mail___________________

7. Mother’s Full Name_____________________________________________

Occupation___________________________Home Phone_______________

Work Phone__________________________E-mail_____________________


Names and Ages of brother(s) and/or sister(s), if any

______________________________
__________________________

______________________________
__________________________

8. Family pets by name and type 

______________________________
__________________________


9. Country of Citizenship____________________________________________

10. Extracurricular Activities and Hobbies (School, Community, Church, etc)

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

11. Foreign Language(s), No. of years studied and fluency

_____________________
_____Years
Fluency_______

_____________________
_____Years
Fluency_______

12. If you have lived or travelled abroad, please list places and dates

____________________________
_______________________________

____________________________
_______________________________

13. Please list any brothers or sisters that have participated in an international

exchange program and with what country.

____________________________
_______________________________

____________________________
_______________________________

14. If your family has hosted an international exchange student, please list date

and country of origin

____________________________
_______________________________

15. Your state of health_____________________________________________ 

16. List and describe any dietary restrictions you may have

_____________________________________________________________

17. List any prior or current participation in Ennis Phoenix Twinning activities

____________________________________________________________

18. Indicate how you learned of the Ennis Phoenix Student Exchange Programme

____________________________________________________________

· Items 20 and 21 must be completed on a separate sheet of paper

· Answers must be legible – Typed responses are preferred.

· Please use no more than 200 words per individual topic.

20 (a)
Why do you want to participate in the Ennis/Phoenix Exchange

(b) What does the Student Exchange Programme mean to you?

21 Have a parent or guardian describe why they feel you will make a good ambassador for County Clare and Ireland.

I have read and understand the Ennis/Phoenix Board Youth Programme guidelines and responsibilities.  I understand that, if chosen, I shall abide by all of the rules of responsible conduct expected of me while living with the host family and shall observe the laws of the United States.

Signature of Applicant________________________

I have read and understand the Ennis/Phoenix Youth Ambassador Programme guidelines and responsibilities.  My son/daughter, as a resident of County Clare has my permission to apply for and participate in the Ennis/Phoenix Youth Ambassador Programme.  As the applicant’s parent and/or guardian, I hereby agree to authorise the host family to act for me in any emergency, accident or illness in the event of my son/daughter is selected for the student exchange.

Signature of Parents/Guardians______________________________

Family Hosting

Please sign below indicating your family’s ability and commitment to host an exchange student from June 4th to June 25th 2011. 

_________________________

Parents/Guardians


HOST FAMILY APPLICATION

The information requested is required of all applicant families and is used to assist in the selection of host families that are representative of our community or area.  The completed form should be returned to Ennis Chamber of Commerce, 54 O’Connell Street Ennis.

Name____________________________________________

Address__________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Daytime Phone________________


Evening Phone______________

E-mail Address_________________

Family Information:  List each member of your household:

	Name
	Occupation
	Interests
	Languages Spoken

	
	
	
	

	                    
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Ethnic Background:______________

Religion_______________________

Number and kinds of pets in your home_____________________________________

Is there anything else you would like to include (Please list below)

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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