


Chambers Ireland Calls for the Extension of Water Charges Regime
to All Consumers

The User and the Polluter Must Pay

Chambers Ireland has today (02/09/08) said that water charges must be extended to all consumers in order to reduce the
amount of water wastage and conserve Ireland’s water supply.

Speaking following the publication of Forfis’ Assessment of Water and VWaste Water Services for Enterprise, Sean Murphy
Director of Policy, Chambers Ireland said, “The report underlines the urgency with which we must approach the issue of
water as a valuable resource. Recent occurrences have shown how important having a clean and potable water supply is for
all members of the community. Accordingly, all users must pay.’

“Although some claim that domestic users pay indirectly for their water supply through income tax paid to central government,
local authorities are inadequately remunerated for the true cost of domestic water services. A dual taxation approach,
involving income tax and consumption based taxes, must be seriously considered by the Government given that more than
35% of the labour force does not pay any income tax at all,” Murphy said.

“The current environment of infrastructural deficits in terms of metering; industry and consumers’ need for clean water
and climate change; we can no longer ignore the need to conserve water as a natural resource. Reasonable thresholds must
therefore be put in place per capita, where an allowance of water is allocated free of charge to all persons.This would allow
squanderers to pay fairly for additional water which they use at their own discretion.The introduction of pay-by-weight refuse
charges led to dramatic reductions of waste quantity — by 30% in one local authority alone. The same principle should now
be extended to water usage,” Murphy concluded.
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Members of Ennis Tidy Towns and
e - I : EnnisTown Council with Environment

Supertaly Minister John Gormley after winning
\?l Ireland’s Tidiest Large Urban Centre
“-- at the 50th Anniversary Awards held
in The Burlington Hotel, Dublin on
Monday 8th September.

Ennis also won 6 additional awards
this year including (1) Gold Medal
Award, County Award, Mid West
Region Best Bring Bank Award, Mid
West Region Schools Award (Holy
Family Senior School, Ennis), Foras
na Gaeilge National Le Gaeilge
Award for the use and promotion
of the Irish Language and Mid West
Recycle Initiative Award.
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